Inductive Bible Study – Application
Application answers the question:
· How does the meaning of this passage apply to me?
· What truths am I to embrace, believe, or order my life by?
· What changes should I make in my belief, in my life?
2 Timothy 3:16 - 17 gives us the How of application as well as the Why.
2 Timothy 3:16-17   All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  (17)   so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

How:
· Teaching – This is where we get our doctrine from.  Remember that doctrine is you core set of beliefs.
1. What does it say and what does it mean?
2. Now that you know what it means, you are obligated to obey it.
3. Adjust your false beliefs and apply the truth.
· Reproof – This is changing wrong thinking and behavior.
1. Honestly and humbly accept that you are wrong.
2. Make practical steps to change that thinking or behavior.
· Correction – This is often times the most difficult.  This IS application.
1. Remember, you are not alone in this.
· Philippians 2:13   for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
2. Correction is not a onetime event.
· Training in righteousness
1. Sow a thought, reap an action.
Sow an action, reap a habit.
Sow a habit, reap a character.
Sow a character, reap a destiny!
2. Verse 17 – The why! “so that”.
In applying Scripture to your life, ask the following questions:
1. What does the passage teach?
a. Is it general or specific?
b. Does it apply to specific people? To a cultural problem of the day?  To a certain time in history?
c. Has it been superseded by a broader teaching?
2. Does this section of Scripture expose any error in your beliefs or in your behavior?
a. Are there any commandments that you have not obeyed?
b. Are there any wrong attitudes or motives in your life that the Scriptures bring to life?
3. What is God’s instruction to you?
a. Are there any new truths to be believed?
b. Are there any new commandments to be acted upon?
c. Are there any new insights you are to pursue?
d. Are there any promises you are to embrace?
Beware of:
1. Applying cultural standards rather than biblical standards.
2. Attempting to strengthen a legitimate truth by using a Scripture incorrectly.
3. Applying Scripture out of prejudice from past training or teaching.
 Remember that observation, interpretation and application lead to transformation.
