Inductive Bible Study – Interpretation (Part 2)
Check for figures of speech
Figure of speech – A word, phrase or expression used in a figurative rather than a literal sense.
3 principles
1. Identify that the author is using figurative language
a. This comes with practice.
2. Identify the type
3. Look for the authors original intent
Examples:
· Simile – An expressed or stated comparison of two different things or ideas that uses the connecting word like, as, such as or the word pair as…so.
· His eyes were like a flame of fire (rev 1:14b)
· Metaphor – An implied comparison between two things that are different.
· I am the vine, you are the branches (John 15:5)
· Exaggeration (Hyperbole) – Deliberate exaggeration for effect or emphasis.
· My soul is crushed with longing… (Psalm 119:20)
· Metonymy – Figure of association when the name of one object or concept is used for that of another of which it is related.
· All the country of Judea was going out to see him. (Mark 1:5)
· Personification – An object is given characteristics or attributes that belong to people.
· The trees clap their hands and the mountains sing for joy (Isaiah 55:12)
· Irony – A statement which says the opposite of what is meant.
· Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have become kings—and that without us! How I wish that you really had become kings so that we might be kings with you! (1 Corinthians 4:8)
· They are not kings and Paul does not want to reign with them.
Literary style
Parables – Uses a story to teach a moral lesson or truth.
· Not factual, but true to life.
· Designed to make one central point
· Used to promote discovery
1. Determine the occasion of the parable.
2. Look for the explanation of the meaning of the parable.
3. Identify the central or focal idea of the parable.
4. Identify the relevant details based on the central theme.
5. Interpret parables based on the historical context.
6. Parables should not be your basis for doctrine.
Allegory – A story with an underlying meaning that differs from the surface facts of the story itself.
· Realistic or nonrealistic story
· One or more truths
· Vine and branches (John 15)
1. List the features of the allegory.
2. Note any interpretation given within the context of the allegory.
3. Don’t try and identify all the features of an allegory.
4. Don’t contradict clear teaching.

Prophecy – To speak forth the mind and counsel of God

Two types
· Forthtelling – A message about the present or immediate time.
· In Daniel 4, God told King Nebuchadnezzar in a dream what would happen to him if he did not repent.
· Fortelling – A message about what God will do in the future.
· Book of Revelation

Keys to interpretation: Does the prophecy refer to:
· The prophet’s own time and/or a future time
· The captivity and/or restoration of Israel or Judah
· The first coming of Christ
· The second coming of Christ
· The last days or end times

1. The prophets did not always indicate intervals of time between events.
a. OT prophecy can refer to the first coming of Christ and the second coming without indicating a time span between them.
2. Always approach a prophecy as literal unless…
a. The grammatical context shows that it is figurative
b. A literal interpretation violates common sense.
3. When using a figurative interpretation, use the rules.
a. Context
b. Other references
4. Future events do not always have a future tense.
5. Consider the historical context.
a. What would the prophecy mean to the people it was written to?

