Inductive Bible Study – Observation
Divided into 3 parts:
· Observation – What does it say?
· Interpretation – What does it mean?
· Application – How do I apply it to my life?

1. Begin with prayer
2. Identify the context
a. The words, phrases and sentences that surround the words, phrases and sentences
b. Also expands to paragraphs, chapters, books, testaments and ultimately the whole Bible
3. Observe the obvious
a. Look at the things that are easy to see
b. People, places and events
4. Deal with the text objectively
a. Let the text speak for itself
5. Read with a purpose
a. Interrogate the text like a detective
b. 5 W’s and an H
i. Who, What, When, Where, Why, How
6. Identify the type of literature – Poetry is different than the historical books
a. Historical – Genesis
b. Biographical – Luke
c. Poetic – Psalms
d. Proverbial – Proverbs
e. Prophetic – Revelation
f. Epistle (letter) – 2 Timothy
g. Combination – Daniel (Historical and prophetic)
7. Mark key words and phrases
a. Key words are words that are vital to understanding the meaning of the text.
b. Often repeated
c. Don’t forget synonyms
8. Look for contrasts, comparisons, terms of conclusion and expressions of time
a. Contrast – But, however and nevertheless
i. 2 Timothy 1:7  For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
b. Comparison – Like and as
i. 2 Timothy 2:3  Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.
c. Expression of time – Then, after this, until, and when
i. 2 Timothy 1:12  For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.
d. Terms of conclusion and result – Therefore, for, so that and for this reason
i. 2 Timothy 1:7-8  For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.  (8)  Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,
